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Radhakrishnan elected
Vice-President of India

The NDA candidate got 452 first preferential votes against the Opposition’s joint candidate Justice

B. Sudershan Reddy who got 300 votes; while 14 MPs abstained, 15 votes were found to be invalid

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

aharashtra Gover-
M nor C.P. Radhak-
rishnan was elect-

ed the 17th Vice-President
of India on Tuesday by a
margin of 152 votes. The
Opposition fell short of its
own expected tally, even as
98.2% of the total electo-
rate cast their ballot.

Mr. Radhakrishnan -
the ruling National Demo-
cratic Alliance’s nominee —
got 452 first preferential
votes against the joint Op-
position candidate Justice
B. Sudershan Reddy, who
got 300 votes. Fifteen
votes were found to be in-
valid and 14 MPs abstained.

Including the strength
of both Houses, the full
electoral college comprises
788 electors. With six va-
cancies in the Rajya Sabha

Comfortable victory

Radhakrishnan won by a margin of 152 votes, as 98.2% of the total
electorate, comprising both Houses of Parliament, cast their ballot

Full electoral college

O

NMumber of ballots cast

© iy

First preferential votes secured

@ 452 (C.P. Radhakrishnan) %m"

B
Present strength of electoral college
542 (LS) i

15 (Invalid)
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C.P. Radhakrishnan

and one in the Lok Sabha,
this tally was reduced to
781 for the election.

Cross-voting

Out of this, 767 electors
cast their vote before the
polling closed at 5 p.m. Ra-
jva Sabha Secretary-Gener-
al P.C. Mody, the Returning

Officer for the election, an-
nounced the results.
Though the Opposition
declared the final count a
“moral victory”, it still fell
short of its own estimated
strength of 324, despite
having managed to get
nearly all of its members to
vote. On the other hand,

the NDA and others
aligned with the govern-
ment, which had an pres-
sumed strength of 439,
seem to have managed an
additional 13 votes, indicat-
ing cross-voting from the
Opposition’s ranks.

“Congratulations to Thi-
ru CP Radhakrishnan Ji on
winning the 2025 Vice Pre-
sidential election. His life
has always been devoted to
serving society and empo-
wering the poor and mar-
ginalised. I am confident
that he will be an outstand-
ing VP, who will strengthen
our Constitutional values
and enhance Parliamen-
tary discourse,” Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi post-
ed on X.

CONTINUED ON

» PAGE 10
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Radhakrishnan elected
Vice-President of India

Other senior Ministers and BJP leaders also con-
gratulated Mr. Radhakrishnan.

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge extend-
ed his wishes to Mr. Radhakrishnan, while also
thanking Justice Reddy for putting up a “spirited
and principled fight” on behalf of the Opposition.
Calling it an ideological battle, he said, “We hope
the new Vice President-elect will uphold the high-
est ethos of Parliamentary traditions, ensuring
equal space and dignity for the Opposition, and
not succumb to pressures of the ruling
dispensation.”

In a concession statement, Justice Reddy said
that he humbly accepted the outcome. “Our de-
mocracy is strengthened not by victory alone, but
by the spirit of dialogue, dissent and participa-
tion. I remain committed, as a citizen, to uphold-
ing the ideals of equality, fraternity, and liberty
that bind us together. May our Constitution conti-
nue to be the guiding light of our national life,” he
said.

In his first public remarks after the win, Mr.
Radhakrishnan said, “The other side camp (oppo-
sition alliance) said that this (election) is an ideo-
logical fight, but from the voting pattern, we un-
derstand that the nationalistic ideology has
emerged victorious.”
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pecisive step

Including Aadhaar as 12th document for
voter verification is significant

he Supreme Court of India’s decisive in-
T tervention, ordering the Election Com-

mission of India (ECI) to include the Aad-
haar card as one of the 12 valid documents for the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of Bihar's electo-
ral rolls, is vital course correction. It is a resound-
ing victory for the fundamental right to vote, reaf-
firming the principle that procedural rigidity
must not disenfranchise lakhs of eligible citizens.
The ECI adopted questionable reasoning, insist-
ing that Aadhaar was merely proof of residency,
not citizenship, and was, therefore, inadmissible.
The Court rightly dismantled this argument by
pointing out the glaring inconsistency: if nine of
the other 11 documents, save for a passport or
birth certificate, do not conclusively prove citi-
zenship, why single out Aadhaar for exclusion?
The Court also said that Aadhaar could be used
subject to verification of its authenticity. This jud-
icial clarity was urgently needed. Empirical evi-
dence demonstrates that excluding Aadhaar,
which is held by nearly 90% of Bihar’s popula-
tion, in favour of documents such as passports
(held by a mere 2%) and others, would have
created insurmountable barriers for a vast num-
ber of genuine voters, particularly among the
poor and the marginalised. The ECI's rushed SIR
exercise had already resulted in the exclusion of
over 65 lakh electors from the draft roll. A statisti-
cal analysis by The Hindu of this exclusion reveals
several anomalies — disproportionate numbers of
women removed, statistically improbable death
rates in certain areas, and questionable “perma-
nent shifts” of residents, especially migrant work-
ers and married women. These patterns suggest
a flawed process that prioritised haste over accu-
racy, risking the removal of legitimate voters.

ation

——— o,

The inclusion of Aadhaar paaves the way for a
smoother, more accessible verification process.
First, it offered a lifeline to those unfairly struck
off the rolls among the 65 lakh electors. It also as-
sists electors already on the rolls who require
document verification. It vindicates the persis-
tent appeals from political and civil society acti-
vists who had warned that the ECI's stance was
creating a problematic situation on the ground
where Aadhaar was not accepted as a verification
document, contradicting the Court’s earlier gui-
dance. Its order, on Monday, forces the ECI to
align its procedures with the practical realities of
identity verification in India today. This ruling
has implications beyond Bihar, setting a prece-
dent for all the other revisions envisaged across
the country. For the ECI, the goal of electoral roll
revision should be to ensure accuracy and inclu-
sivity, not to rush the process through in a way
that could affect citizens’ rights. The ECI must
now pivot toward a more diligent and humane
approach, emphasising thorough house-to-house
verification and ensuring that the foundation of
India’s democracy — the electoral roll — is both
accurate and truly representative of all its people.
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China digs in on ‘rare earth, commands global market

DATA POINT

Sambavi Parthasarathy

ast month, China’s Ministry
L of Industry and Informa-

tion Technology intro-
duced interim measures to tighten
controls on ‘rare earth’ mining
and processing. The rules are the
latest in Beijing’s efforts to central-
ise oversight of extraction, ex-
ports, and refining.

While China’s trading partners
such as India and the U.S. are seek-
ing alternative sources to reduce
dependency, data shows that Chi-
na’s dominance in rare earths
stems not only from resource avail-
ability but more so from its long-
standing strength in mining and
research capacity.

Rare earth elements (REES),
despite the name, are not particu-
larly scarce. According to the Inter-
national Energy Agency (IEA),
they comprise 17 metals, typically
grouped into light rare earths
(LREEs) — including lanthanum,
cerium, praseodymium, neodymi-
um, samarium and europium -
and heavy rare earths (HREEs)
such as gadolinium, terbium, dys-
prosium, holmium, erbium, thuli-

China is world's largest producer of rare earths, contributing over 60% of global production

IEA. Moreover, in the last five
years, China has been the largest
exporter, supplying close to 30%
of global demand (Chart 3).

Charts 1, 2 and 3 establish Chi-
na’s dominance across reserves,
production, and exports.

In April, amid escalating U.S.-
China trade tensions, Beijing im-
posed export restrictions on seven
rare earth elements. The move tar-
geted elements used in neodymi-
um-iron-boron (NdFeB) magnets
— essential for clean energy tech-
nologies — as well as those critical
to ceramics, phosphors, steel, op-
tical glass, fibres, and aerospace
applications (Chart 4).

China’s decision to curb rare
earth exports, amid tit-for-tat ta-
riffs, dealt a significant blow to the
U.S., which remains heavily de-
pendent on Chinese supply. The
U.S. is the second-largest importer
of Chinese rare earths, after Japan
(Chart 5). India, too, is heavily de-
pendent on China for its rare earth
imports. Since 2021, more than
75% have come from China.

Under China’s interim mea-
sures announced last month, Chi-
nese companies must now operate
within government-set quotas for
various minerals and obtain ap-
proval to trade in rare earths. This

Tightening its grip

The data for the charts were sourced from the U.S. Geological Survey, UN COMTRADE, the International Energy Agency, AP

and Reuters
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Chart 1: Country-wise share (in %) of

global reserves of rare earths (as per
U.S. Geological Survey 2025)
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Chart 2: Country-wise share of
estimated global mine production
of rare earths in the last five years
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Chart 4: Sector-wise demand for rare
earth elements under export controls
announced by China in April
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Three soldiers killed as
avalanche hits Army base
camp in Siachen of Ladakh

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Three Army personnel,
two of them Agniveers,
were killed after an ava-
lanche struck a base camp
in the Siachen sector of La-
dakh on Sunday.

The avalanche hit the
camp located at an altitude
of around 12,000 feet,
trapping the soldiers un-
der snow. A rescue opera-
tion was immediately
launched, but all three sol-
diers lost their lives. The
bodies were later reco-
vered, officials said.

In a tribute posted on X,
the Indian Army’s Fire and
Fury Corps said: “GOC,
Fire and Fury Corps and
All Ranks salute Sepoy Mo-
hit Kumar, Agniveer Niraj
Kumar Choudhary and Ag-
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Siachen presents challenges for troops with incidents of avalanche

and severe weather conditions posing risks to soldiers. Ani

niveer Dabhi Rakesh De-
vabhai, who made the su-
preme sacrifice in the line
of duty in #Siachen on 09
Sep 2025, and offer deep
condolences to the be-
reaved families in this hour
of grief”

Siachen, the world’s
highest battlefield, pre-
sents extreme challenges
for troops, with incidents
of avalanche and severe
weather conditions posing
constant risks to soldiers
deployed in the region.
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Governors must act as true guides and philosophers to States, says CJI Gavai

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai, heading a five-judge
Presidential Reference
Bench, observed on Tues-
day that Governors must
act as “true guides and phi-
losophers” to State govern-
ments. He agreed with the
Kerala government that the
working relationship bet-
ween the two constitution-
al authorities must be
“collaborative”.

Senior advocate K.K. Ve-
nugopal, representing Ker-
ala, suggested that the Go-
vernors of States ruled by
non-NDA parties, such as
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Pun-
jab, Telangana and West
Bengal, learn from their
counterparts in States
ruled by the BJP and its al-
lies, where Bills are grant-
ed assent without delay.

“Governors must deal

with Bills ‘as soon as possi-
ble’ and not ‘as soon as
convenient’,” Mr. Venugo-
pal, assisted by advocate
C.K. Sasi for the State,
submitted.

In its written submis-
sions, Kerala said that eight
Bills presented to its Gover-
nor had remained pending
for periods between seven
and 23 months.

“There are as many as
28 States and three Union
Territories with Legislative
Assemblies. Except for five
States, i.e. Punjab, Telanga-
na, West Bengal, Tamil Na-
du and Kerala, 26 of the
State governments or Un-
ion Territories had not
gone to court complaining
about the withholding of
assent for long periods.
This would mean that the
legislatures and the Gover-
nors are ad idem [in agree-
ment] in regard to the Bills
becoming law. Hence, any

approach to the function-
ing of the Governor cannot
be on the basis that the Go-
vernor is an adversary of
the legislature, but, on the
other hand, the example
set by the other 26 Gover-
nors should be treated as
the norm,” Mr. Venugopal
submitted.

‘Will create dyarchy”’

Senior advocate Gopal
Subramanium, for Karna-
taka, said that giving Go-
Vernors expansive powers
would create a dyarchy — a
government with two inde-
pendent authorities — in a
State. “The repository of
real power in a parliamen-
tary democracy is the legis-
lature in its role as the re-
presentatives  of  the
people... Allowing Gover-
nors power to exercise his
discretion in all his func-
tions would render nation-
al elections a numerical ex-

Odisha Civil Service Examination

Q' Time after time, this court
has laid down timelines.
But such orders only became fodder
for more litigation. Take a look at
the medical admission cases. We fix
timelines for admission every year.
The next year, applications are
filed to extend the timeline

JUSTICE P.S. NARASIMHA
Supreme Court judge

ercise  in
futility,” Mr. Subramanium
submitted.

expensive

Mr. Venugopal argued
that the Governor must not
act as an adversary. He is,
in an actual sense, inti-
mately a part of the State
Legislature. “He is as much
interested in the success of
State Bills, which are for
the welfare of the people,”
he submitted.

Specific deadlines
The Bench is hearing a Pre-

A

sidential Reference on
whether timelines to deal
with State Bills can be im-
posed on Governors and
the President. The Refe-
rence followed the Su-
preme Court’s judgment in
a case against the Tamil Na-
du Governor on April 8,
which declared three-
month deadlines for Go-
vernors and the President
to decide the fate of the
Bills placed before them
for assent or considera-
tion, respectively, under

Articles 200 and 201.

Senior advocate Arvind
Datar questioned why the
court must be content with
requesting the Governors
to act on Bills within a “rea-
sonable time”.

“Why should Your Lord-
ships keep the timelines
vague by saying ‘do this
within a reasonable time’?
The Supreme Court must
specify — three months, six
months. By fixing specific
timelines, the court gives
complete clarity and cer-

tainty,” Mr. Datar
submitted.
Wrangling on timelines

Justice P.S. Narasimha on
the Bench referred to in-
stances in the past when
the court had specified ti-
melines, especially in med-
ical admission cases, only
to end up with more
litigation.

“Time after time, this

WWW.0cCscorner.in

court has laid down time-
lines. But such orders only
became fodder for more li-
tigation. Take a look at the
medical admission cases.
We fix timelines for admis-
sion every year. The next
year, applications are filed
to extend the timeline,”
Justice Narasimha told Mr.
Datar.

Noting that the Refe-
rence Bench was interpret-
ing the Constitution, the
senior counsel said that the
interpretation must help
the Constitution work bet-
ter.

The Governor, State le-
gislature, and the Union
government are all compo-
nents of governance, he
said, warning that if one
component acted truant
by delaying assent to Bills,
the whole system of gover-
nance would crumble.

Mr. Datar said that if the
Supreme Court could

weave the principle of sub-
stantive due process (pro-
tection of fundamental
rights from government
abuse) into the Constitu-
tion, it could very well read
timelines into Articles 200
and 201.

The State of Telangana,
represented by senior ad-
vocate S. Niranjan Reddy,
submitted that the adviso-
ry jurisdiction of the top
court under Article 143 was
not restricted by the sepa-
ration of powers.

“Acting under the advi-
sory jurisdiction, the Su-
preme Court, which is an-
swering the President’s
questions, can give a col-
lective opinion that the
President/Governor must
follow a three-month time-
line. Though only an opi-
nion of the Supreme Court
under Article 143, it still
has great persuasive va-
lue,” Mr. Reddy submitted.

D 8260224080



Odisha

Union govt. seeks factual report’ on forest
rights complaint concerning Nicobar project

Abhinayv Lakshman

NEW DELHI

The Union government has
sought a “factual report”
from the Andaman and Ni-
cobar Islands administra-
tion on points raised in a
complaint by the Tribal
Council of Little and Great
Nicobar that forest rights
had not been settled be-
fore diverting around
13,000 hectares for the
181,000-crore Great Nico-
bar Island project in Au-
gust 2022,

In August, The Hindu re-
ported about the com-
plaint to Tribal Affairs Mi-
nister Jual Oram that the
administration had made a
“false” representation to
the Centre in certifying
that all rights under the
Forest Rights Act (FRA) of
2006 had been identified
and settled before divert-
ing the required forest land
for the project in the certif-

The Andaman and Nicobar Island administration has maintained that

it need not implement the Forest Rights Act of 2006. GETTY IMAGES

icate issued on August 18,
2022,

The council said its con-
sent had been “obtained
under pressure” and with-
drawn formally soon after
in a letter to the govern-
ment. The certificate con-
tradicted the administra-
tion's position in monthly
FRA progress reports to
the Ministry that it does
not need to implement the
Act.

In a letter to the Chief

Secretary of the Union Ter-
ritory on Monday, the Mi-
nistry asked for a “factual
report addressing each of
the points raised in the
said news report and the
letter of Tribal Council”.
The Ministry said it had
received the letter from the
Tribal Council, “raising the
issue that the Forest rights
guaranteed to the Nicoba-
rese in Great Nicobar Is-
land have not been settled
under the FRA, 2006, and

Nicobarese have not con-
sented to diversion of for-
est lands...".

Earlier this year, Mr.
Oram said concerns over
the project are being “exa-
mined”. Weeks after send-
ing the complaint to Mr.
Oram in July, the Tribal
Council said it had re-
ceived no response.

The council then wrote
to the Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha, Ra-
hul Gandhi, on August 26,
flagging the authorities’
“refusal” to engage in dia-
logue with them. This
prompted Mr. Gandhi to
write to Mr. Oram last
week, urging his office to
examine the concerns
raised by the council.

On Monday, Congress
Parliamentary Party Chair-
person Sonia Gandhi, in an
article in The Hindu, criti-
cised the Centre over this
project, «calling it a
“planned misadventure”.

After sending the com-
plaint to Mr. Oram, a mem-
ber of the Tribal Council
told The Hindu that it had
recently been made aware
of the August 2022, certifi-
cate issued by the Deputy
Commissioner of Nicobar,
certifying, “The complete
process for identification
and settlement of rights
under the FRA has been
carried out...” But the Tri-
bal Council said that the
process of identification
and settlement of rights
under the FRA “has not
even been initiated”.

According to the pro-
gress reports, the adminis-
tration has maintained that
it does not need to imple-
ment the FRA, arguing that
tribespeople’s rights were
already protected on the is-
lands under the Protection
of Aboriginal Tribes Act,
1956 which enables the ad-
ministration to unilaterally
divert forest land.
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Centre grants licences to five
firms to manufacture its first
indigenous malaria vaccine

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The Union government has
given licences to five firms
for manufacturing and
commercialisation of its
first indigenous multi-stage
malaria vaccine developed
by the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR)
and its partners.

Indian Immunologicals
Ltd., Techinvention Life-
care Private Ltd., Panacea
Biotec Ltd., Biological E
Ltd., and Zydus Lifescienc-
es will make the vaccine
targeting the parasite be-
fore it enters the blood-
stream to prevent trans-
mission.

The council said it was
an affordable, stable, and
scalable solution. It re-
mains effective for more
than nine months at room
temperature, it said.
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The ICMR-developed vaccine
targets the parasite before it
enters the bloodstream.
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The ICMR had invited
expression of interest from
eligible organisations,
companies, and manufac-
turers for transfer of tech-
nology for commercialisa-
tion of “a recombinant
chimeric multi-stage mala-
ria vaccine (AdFalciVax)
against Plasmodium falci-
parum useful in prevent-
ing infection in humans

and minimising communi-
ty transmission”.

The goal is to facilitate
the commercialisation of
the vaccine to prevent and
minimise malaria
transmission.

“The pre-clinical valida-
tion of this technology was
conducted in collaboration
with ICMR-National Insti-
tute of Malaria Research,
another constituent insti-
tute of ICMR, and National
Institute of Immunology
(NII), New Delhi, an auto-
nomous research institute
of the Department of Bio-
technology,” the council
said.

Malaria remains one of
the major public health
problems in India. The
country carries 1.4% of the
global malaria case bur-
den, and accounted for
66% of cases in the South-
east Asia region.
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